Adult dysphagia associated with type B double aortic arch.
Esophageal compression secondary to a double aortic arch is rare in adults due to its propensity to cause severe symptoms in infancy or childhood. We report four adult patients with dysphagia associated with a double aortic arch. Chromosome analysis in one of these patients revealed a balanced translocation between chromosomes 4 and 18 - this has not been previously reported. Surgical division is indicated in all symptomatic patients and provides excellent operative results.